The organising team had a few challenges to deal with before the start of this year’s Boxing Day Run – a record number of pre-entries was matched by the highest number of entries on the day. So a total of 249 runners lined up for the start of the 3.2 mile race. There hadn’t been much rain for the previous weeks, so the ground was quite dry and fast times were expected. The weather was overcast and cool, but with only a slight breeze – all in all, good conditions for running.

Dil Wetherill led the way round the first lap and a half of the recreation ground – giving Grant Ramsay the gentlest of nudges to get him back on course when he took the lead and tried to miss out the second lap! Ampthill and Flitwick Flyer Tim Harris, who’d won the 2005 race, had suggested that Grant would win this year’s race and it looked like the prediction might come true as he took control of the race on the second lap.

Grant led Tim and fellow Flyer Adam Peters round the remainder of the second lap and out on to the Icknield Way Path. Fairlands Valley Spartan and M40 Veteran, Simon Bell was in close contact with the leading three, with a gap of 50 metres to the chasing pack of 10 runners. The chase was initially led by Dil, but then North Herts Road Runner Gary Cook (who you may have met manning the help desk) took over and led the way. Close behind Gary were Riverside Runners Junior Man William Mackay and team mate M50 Veteran Phil Redden.

In the women’s race Alex Rees was closely followed by Fairlands Valley Spartan and W35 Veteran Annette Bell on the first lap, then Annette overtook Alex on the second lap and kept that position as they left the recreation ground.

In the boy’s races Under 13 Jordan Knight had a brief spell at the very front of the race, but fell back and was soon swallowed up by the masses in the middle of the race. Hugh Chatfield – also Under 13 - put in a fast first lap, closely followed by FVS Tri’s Under 17 Andrew Mussett. Andrew’s pace judgement saw him maintain his position in the field (finishing 25th overall) and though Hugh was the first Under 13 home, and in a course record of 23:54, he slipped back to 67th overall.

In the younger boy’s runs Yo Tanikawa was first home of the six Under 11’s who preferred the 3.2 mile main race to the 600m of the fun run, setting a course record of 26:14. Philip Clarke is the only Under 9 boy to have ever run the 3.2, so inevitably he too set a course record – but his time of 29:13 and overall position of 153rd were very creditable.

In the younger girl’s runs, Yo’s sister Aya Tanikawa was the only Under 13 girl running, but managed to set a course record of 27:06. Caroline Willis repeated last year’s performance and came home first in the Under 11’s, just outside her own course record. Georgia Head was the first Under 9 girl to have ever run the 3.2 and set a time to beat of 38:23.

The battle at the front of the race saw Grant Ramsay overtaken by the two Flitwick Flyers with Tim Harris giving up the winning place and course record to team mate Adam Peters. The dry conditions and strong competition meant that all three runners finished inside the previous course record, with Adam’s time some 24seconds faster, in 17:23.

Simon Bell hung on to 4th place and set an M40 record of 18:24. Gary Cook finished 5th, leading home the chasing pack, consisting of 20 runners, each separated by only a few seconds.

In the pack William Mackay smashed the M20 record, reducing it by nearly 2 minutes and Riverside Runner Phil Redden ran a quick time to set a new M50 record as well. Boxing Day Run stalwart Hugh St John was 2nd M50 in 31st place overall. John Harper knocked a stunning 5 minutes off the M60 record, finishing just inside the top 100, with a time of 26:09.

Annette Bell had held on to the lead in the Women’s race to set a new W35 and Senior record of 21:40, but she’d been chased all the way by Alex Rees who finished immediately behind her, with only 6 seconds between the two of them. Paula Downing took 3rd place.

Course records were also set by FVS Tri Jackie Perry, in the W45 class, and our first ever W65 finisher – Helen Morris of Stopsley Striders. Helen was no doubt encouraged by her “Strider Sisters” who always brighten up their section of the race in their distinctive red tops.

The Under 11 fun run saw our only disaster of the day, when French-speaking Corentin Seed, who’d raced away from the other runners, went the wrong side of the tennis courts and had to double back the way he’d come. He finished in 9th place, but all could see that he had the race as good as won before he went off course. Joshua Rivers took advantage of Corentin’s error to take first place. 2nd place went to Gemma Ford who set a new best time of 2:16 for Under 11 girls. Under 9 Emily Moffat was only a second down on Gemma, despite giving away 2 years in age and, unsurprisingly, set a new best time for her class. Ben Wetherill came through from a slow start to finish 4th overall, matching the Under 9 record.

The Under 7s fun run included Under 5s and Under 3s classes, which swelled the numbers on the start line to a fantastic 29 runners. Ewan Frolich raced away from the start line and held on to first place till the finish. Under 7 girl Alex Seaman-Hill ran brilliantly to finish first in her class in 2:34 – another course record.

If there was an award for the race of the day, it would surely go to Madeline Hurley who ran 600m in 2:48. That’s equivalent to 7.5 minute mile pace – and that from an Under 5. There’s hope for us in 2012 after all! Finishing some way behind Madeline, Hayden Buckland came home first Under 5 boy.

Well, enough of the running – what about the seriously competitive part of the day? The pre-race excuse competition. This year saw a number of limericks and the one from Stopsley Strider Sarah Gallery was a clear winner. It runs:

I’ll sadly run badly at Pirton

For my left foot and right foot are hurtin’

My toes will turn blue

And I’ll slip on dog poo

But next year I’ll win, that’s for certain!

