This year saw a record number of entries to the 5th Boxing Day Run held in the village of Pirton – with 270 adults and 40 children in the main race. And a new sponsor to brew the race beer - Buntingford Brewery.
The main race runners complete two laps of the Recreation Ground then head out on the Icknield Way path to the top of Ley Green Hill and then back to the village via Hambridge Way, before a final lap of the playing fields to the finish.
The run attracts some top club athletes, but it’s also popular with complete beginners – for many people, this is the first competitive race they’ve ever taken part in. The race is 3.2 miles long – with the fastest runners finishing in less than 18 minutes and the slowest taking nearly an hour.

The run is always well liked – in the 2006 Runners World Reader’s ratings; the race was voted the 19th best race in the country, with people particularly liking the friendly and fun atmosphere and the warm welcome given to beginners.

This year fast times weren’t expected, as although the weather was sunny and warm, the ground was very wet, muddy and slippery after the cold, rainy conditions of the previous weeks. From the start, North Herts Road Runner Gary Cook took up the job of pace setter and hare, to lead everyone the right way for the two laps of the playing fields. Gary set a very fast pace, pulling along Adam Peters of Ampthill and Flitwick Flyers (the 2006 race winner and course record holder) and under 17 Peter Benedickter, with a gap to Richard Munn and then Natalie Barnard from Stopsley Striders. By the time the leaders left the field, the positions of the leaders were the same, but the chasing pack was closing in on Natalie.
Junior boys Jack Benedickter (U15) and Tom Stead (U13 – Riverside Runners) showed they both had mature heads on young shoulders – setting themselves an early pace they’d maintain throughout the race – picking off a few places on the long loop when older runners began to tire.

At the half way point and top of the hill, Adam had already set up a lead of 20 seconds, with Richard having over taken Peter for second place. The chasing pack, led by Mark Robertson of FVSI Tri, were already over a minute behind the leaders. Gary’s pace setting had taken its toll and he’d dropped back to 9th place, with Natalie still going strong in 11th place overall.
Hambridge Way is a long, muddy slog – it punishes you if you’ve gone too quickly in the early stages, but it’s also difficult to make up time if you’ve left too much to do over the second half. With only the Christmas cracker style jokes to keep you company and entertained, it can feel never ending. This year, the leaders maintained their positions, maybe the never ending puddles and slippery mud made mounting any sort of late charge impossible.
At the finish, despite the poor conditions underfoot, a number of course records fell – Adam Peters knocked 20 seconds off his own record to set a new mens’s senior best of 17:03, Richard Munn finished 2nd, with Peter Benedickter in 3rd knocking a remarkable 3 minutes of the U17 best in 18:13.

Natalie Barnard also set a new senior women’s time, improving it by nearly a minute to 20:30.
Jack Benedickter (U15) and Tom Stead (U13) both set new course records, as did U9 girl Georgia Head, who knocked over 2 minutes off her own record to set a new time of 36:00.
Nick Stone also set a new record (24:33) in the Mens over 60 class, and by virtue of being the only over 75 ever to have completed the course, Ken Head set a new best of a sprightly 28:48.

While the adults and older children are away from the recreation ground, the younger children take part in the Setter Play Equipment Fun Runs – where all the children complete a 600m course entirely within the recreation ground. These also saw a record number of entries (nearly 100 children over the two races) and a new record of our youngest ever competitor – George Hill who was 1 year old on the cut off date of 1st September ’07.

In the first run, the Under 11s and Under 9s once again ran fiercely contested races. Ben Ashton-Rigby was first to the corner, with Alfie Laughton sitting comfortably on his shoulder. James Moffat was there first for the Under 9 boys, with Ewan Frolich and Ben Wetherill just behind. For the girls Amber Gill led the way, closely followed by Emily Moffatt, Kathryn Canham and Emily Simmons.
At the approach to the tennis courts, Alfie Laughton had stretched away in the lead and followed the correct course around the back of the courts. Some confusion followed as some runners, among them James Moffatt – tried to go the wrong way and shorten the course. The organisers hope that their day wasn’t spoiled by the incident.

At the finish, Alfie had established a commanding lead and was followed in second place by Tom Canham, who had started very slowly and had done well to make his way up through the field. In 3rd place overall and first girl, Emily Moffatt set a new Under 11 course record despite being very young in her age band. Kathryn Canham finished 5th overall and first in the Under 9 Girls, knocking 2 seconds off the record set by Emily M the previous year. Emily Simmons finished strongly, picking up a few places in the finish funnel to cross the line in 2nd place for the Under 9 girls. Arch Under 9 boys rivals Ewan Frolich and Ben Wetherill raced each other hard all the way round the course, but Ewan pulled away in the last quarter, finishing 4th overall and knocking 2 seconds off the course record set by Ben the year before.
In the Under 7s, Joshua Platt set his stall out early – taking the lead in the first 100m and keeping it all the way to the finish, and setting a new course record of 2:17. He was chased round the course by Under 9 Hope Buckland (who had some how got in to the wrong run) who set a good time for her age - only a few seconds down on the winner’s in the Under 9 race proper.
First Under 7 girl was Emily Maguire, who knocked 5 seconds off the course record, with Kristin Knight and Katie Cross chasing her all the way down the finish funnel.

In the Under 5 Girls Tilly Turner came home first. In the Under 5 boys, Luke Revels ran brilliantly to set a new record of 2:58, with George Simmons not far behind in second place.
In the boys Under 3 race, it seems that all 3 competitors resorted to underhand tactics. The steward’s enquiry revealed that all received outside assistance – frequently being carried by parents – and often cut short corners, so that they didn’t complete the full 600m. Having received a delegation, where the competitors involved argued with great erudition, the results were allowed to stand. (In brief, their argument ran along the lines of “It’s not our fault. Blame the parents.”)

One of the unique features of the Boxing Day Run is the “pre-race excuse competition” where runners can win a prize for the most witty or original excuse. The winner as measured by the “groanometer” was submitted by M60 John Reade, with “I won’t do very well today because …. I’m suffering with sleigh lag!” John wins a personal fitness assessment with Pirton’s own fitness coach, Phil Turner.
